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Dear Friends
At the forthcoming AGM I shall be reporting as usual on the events and achievements of the last year, but there
are things of note to share with you.
Those of you who visited the Dovecote at Christmas – a record for attendance – will know how important we see
these events as an opportunity for the wider community to visit and enjoy the Gardens. So please, note the events
listed in another part of the newsletter by Rob Frier, our events organizer, and do your best to come or encourage
others to come to them. Last year the brave Pantonic Allstars played in the rain and the even braver attendees
could not resist getting up to dance! So please whatever the weather make it an important event on your calendar.
And if you are a part of a family with younger children or, like me, a child at heart, come to the Heartbreak
Productions performance of “Alice, An Extraordinary Adventure!” Both these are part of the Sale Festival.
Again, it would be remiss not to acknowledge the work done by our garden volunteers under the guidance of
Penny Maitra and of course our attached gardener, Mike Girling. Thanks to them all and to the Scout Association.
Once again, at the time of writing, we all wait to see if all the valuable efforts will succeed in retaining the coveted
Green Flag award.  Read of their exciting plans elsewhere in the newsletter.
And now it’s your turn. Congratulations to each and every one of you. Why? Because the Friends of Walkden
Gardens, that’s you, have been given the highest award for voluntary service –
*** The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service ***  – in recognition of the work done from the early days (thanks to
the then Chair Jeni Fogg) until now in assisting the transformation from under-developed gardens into the award
winning public amenity that they are today.  Thank you all and pat yourselves on the back. Of course that means
we have to work extra hard to maintain that record so please carry on supporting us with your time, suggestions
and attendance!
It is a great honour - some call it a group MBE -and we on your Committee feel quite humbled by it. Four
representatives have attended a Royal Garden Party – Rob, Penny, Les and Graham (Japanese Garden Society)
so be sure to ask them how they got on in high society!
 I will finish with a wish that we shall see as many as
possible at the AGM on July 8, upstairs at The
Moorfield  (ex Sale Hotel). We probably won’t have the
award crystal to show you as it may be coming later,
but we shall have an entertaining talk about the history
of the Gardens by George Cogswell . Don’t miss it!
Best wishes to you all

Garth Jones
(Chair of the Friends of  Walkden Gardens.)

Message from the Chair of the Friends of Walkden Gardens

Friends of Walkden Gardens
c/o Environment, Transport & Operations
PO Box 114, Bridgewater House,Manchester Rd.
Carrington
M31 4QN

Friends of Walkden Gardens AGM

The Friends of Walkden Gardens
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2013

Monday 8th July at 7.30pm
The Moorfield (upstairs room),

 131 Marsland Road, Sale, M33 3NW

All  Friends of Walkden Gardens,
Please see above details of our annual AGM at which
Officers will be elected and Reports from Committees and
Annual Accounts will be made. We are grateful to the
management of The Moorfield for allowing us to use their
premises.
We are fortunate to have  an illustrated talk on the History of
Walkden Gardens by local historian George Cogswell.
Afterwards, join us in a glass of wine or soft drink.



The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

As part of the Sale Festival we have professional theatre back
with us for an al fresco performance of "Alice - An Extraordinary
Adventure", presented by
Heartbreak Productions, in the
Gardens at 5.30pm on Friday 14
June 2013.
Back for a third time are the
Pantonic Allstars, performing on
the Theatre Lawn on 15 June  at
2pm. This is another chance to
see and hear the talented young
players of one of the top steel
orchestras. Bring a picnic, oh,
and by the way it is becoming a
tradition to get up and dance at
this event!

Sale Festival 2013

Around the Dovecote
The biggest and best of our events has to be the ‘Carols around
the Dovecote’ This year saw record crowds of 800 over the day
and we were pleased to welcome back the Choir of Moorlands
School after a break of some time, joining the choir of Holy Family
who have the event booked as a regular fixture. Thanks so much
to them and the band of Sale Salvation Army who surprised us
with some excellent unaccompanied singing – every bit as good
as their band playing.
120 mince pies, over 500 cups of mulled wine, German cake,
bockwurst were rapidly consumed with helpers working at
lightning speed,
seen
occasionally
through the
smoky log fire
under the mulled
wine. A great
day with stall
holders reporting
record takings!

Members of the Friends of Walkden
Gardens celebrating being given
the Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service.
The Queen's Award for Voluntary
Service is the highest award given
to local volunteer groups across the
UK to recognise outstanding work
done in their own communities. It
was created in 2002 to celebrate
the anniversary of the Queen's
coronation. It is the MBE for
volunteer groups.

Northern Rail Award

The Folksy Theatre's production of
Shakespeare's  "Romeo and Juliet "
will come to the Gardens on 23rd
August 2013. This is the third time that
this Company has visited the Gardens.
This tragic love story about 'a pair of
star-crossed lovers' from rival families
will be filled with music, passion and
drama and promises to be a treat for
all the family.
Bring along your blankets, folding
chairs and picnics to enjoy this
wonderful open-air production.

Shakespeare in the Gardens

Work to improve the Tranquil Garden
In October 2012 the Friends started a new project to maintain
and improve the Tranquil Garden. The first stage was to
replace the worn grassed areas at the entrances to the
Garden with stone paving. Volunteers tackled this on their
monthly work days.
This work is now well advanced and some thought is being
given to designing the new layout of this garden. Members of
the Friends Group and the general public will shortly be able
to see and comment on the proposals. The plans will be
displayed on the site noticeboard and be available via our
website.

Buckingham Palace
On 30th May 2013 Les
Gaulton, Rob Frier,
Penny Maitra and
Graham Hardman
(Japanese Garden
Society) were honoured
to attended, as
representatives of the
Friends of Walkden
Gardens, the Afternoon
Party that The Queen
and The Duke of
Edinburgh gave in the
garden of Buckingham
Palace.
Apparently the
cucumber sandwiches
and lemon tarts were at
least as good as Rob's
rock cakes!

WWW.WALKDENGARDENS.CO.UK


