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Dear Friends

As I have said so many times before I can scarcely believe how quickly time flies! We must be having fun!
So I am writing again about our Christmas event on Saturday December 3rd – a lovely couple of hours, starting at 2pm,
details of which are in another part of this newsletter. I do hope I shall see you there. Work also continues in developing
the gardens and again there are details elsewhere.
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Friends of Walkden Gardens
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PO Box 114, Bridgewater House,Manchester Rd.
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Christmas Carols around the Dovecote
Christmas Carols around the Dovecote.
Saturday 3rd
December 2011.
2.00pm to
4.00pm
Featuring choirs
around the
dovecote, the
Salvation Army
Brass Band, mulled wine, mince pies, German sausages and
German beers.
If anyone would like to contribute to a bottle tombola (anything
from Champagne to Salad Cream!) please drop them off at 139
Norris road or call 1061 905 3871 and we will collect. Thanks.

Several things have happened since our AGM.  Alan
Homersham, after a spate of hard work as our
Treasurer, has passed on the task to our new Treasurer,
Peter Baugh. And, yes, he is the person some of you will
have met as the Mayor’s consort as he is married to our
ever supportive local Councillor and Mayor, Jane Baugh
We also welcome Wendy Rhodes to our Committee –
well done Wendy and she has already proved
invaluable.
Mike Girling has continued working on our behalf in the
gardens and we are delighted the Council was able to
give us his expertise and hard work. Thanks again, Mike,
for all you do.
Not everything goes smoothly. Changes in funding in
Cheshire meant that to remain a Cheshire Garden of
Distinction in the nice glossy brochure would have
involved a big rise in our subscription. Sponsorship was
suggested but your Committee, after weighing up all the
pros and cons, would prefer any possible sponsorship to
be spent more directly in the gardens. So we are now no
longer part of the scheme.  But we are actively exploring
other means of publicity so as to keep up the profile of a
garden we shall always see as one of “distinction”!  And,
naturally, we are delighted to have our Green Flag to
prove it!
I want to thank all the Committee for their dedication and
talent, and our local Councillors for their support.  Huge
thanks, too, of course, to all the volunteers whether on
Saturday gardening mornings led by Penny, events days
led by Rob or on numerous other occasions – we
depend on you all. Thanks, too, to Barry Brotherton for
his unstinting work on our website and publicity, to Cliff
for his meticulous work as Secretary, to Les and Helen,
and to all those who have made generous donations in
one form or another throughout the year. Thanks again
to you all.
Compliments of the season,

Garth Jones
(Chair of the Friends of Walkden Gardens.)

Northern Rail Hidden Gem
We are delighted to report that
Walkden Gardens have been
short listed in the Greater
Manchester region of the
Northern Rail Hidden Gems
Award scheme. We are in the
hidden beauty spot category. Our
competitors are Vicarge Gardens
(Carrington) and MosesGate
Country Park (Bolton).
The Northern Rail awards scheme is aimed at highlighting
the best of the region's hidden gems and driving tourists and
visitors to them.
On 8th November Garth Jones , Penny Maitra and Mike
Girling were interviewed in the Gardens in connection with
this possible award. Other members of the committee had
walk-on parts to play. Although we were not given any
dates, we understand that the interviews may be on local
television. You have been warned!

STOPPRESS



Our Website
Our website is now updated more often. You can download the
latest photographs, a monthly report about the Gardens, and learn
about new events and activities in the Gardens.
Like any voluntary organisation we are always in need of funds to
progress the work in the Gardens. Even producing and distributing
this Newsletter is becoming more expensive. We have now
installed a Paypal button on the
website so that donations can be
made online by credit card or from
a Paypal account. Obviously our
Treasurer can also deal with
donations made in a more conventional manner.

Want to Join our Events Team?
Many members of the Friends Group are volunteers at the
regular gardening sessions held on the last Saturday of each
month. Others help out on the stalls at the various events held in
the Gardens.
However, our small Events Team does need some extra help to
organise these events. If you have some new ideas or would just
like to join the Team, please contact Rob Frier (Tel: 905 3871) or
email info@walkdengardens.co.uk. WWW.WALKDENGARDENS.CO.UK

Shakespeare in the Gardens
The Folksy Theatre's production of
Shakespeare's "A Midsummer
Night's Dream" to the Gardens on
13th August was yet another event
which had to contend with our poor
summer weather.
This is the first time that this
Company has visited the Gardens.
Despite the weather they must have
liked the Gardens as they are
returning on 3rd August next year
with  Shakespeare's comedy "Much
Ado About Nothing" .

Looking Forward to 2012...
The Friends are already looking ahead and planning a range of
events for 2012.
We will be working with Sale Festival Committee and others to
provide a wide range of events in the Gardens.
New ideas and comments on the past programme of events are
always welcomed.

Louis Bell
The Friends of Walkden Gardens
were saddened to hear of the
death of Mr. Louis Bell at the age
of 91. This amazing man started
his working life at the age of 15
and finished it at the age of 87!
Beginning with a landscaping
business he later joined local
government. He became ‘Parks
Superintendent’ for Sale
Borough Council (with an office
in the Lodge of Worthington
Park) he later became Director of
Leisure Services for the borough
of Trafford. It was during his time
at Sale that a site, originally
moorland  and a little over five
acres known as Moorside
Nurseries came into council
ownership upon the death of
Harry Walkden in 1949. It was
Harry Walkden’s wish that the
former plant nursery be used for
the public good, preferably laid
out as a park, pleasure ground
or botanical garden.
Louis Bell was so inspired by his visit to the famous 20thC garden
Hidcote Manor in Gloucester that he created his own version of it,
complete with long vistas, avenues, arches, garden rooms and
even a Theatre Lawn. The gardens are a great legacy to this man,
the gardens being known by local children as the ‘Maze’ or
‘Secret Garden’
The picture shows Louis Bell in the Gardens when he and Ron
Holt were invited back by the Friends of Walkden Gardens to the
place where they both worked to see what has happened over the
years.
Harry Walkden would be pleased that his wish that the land be
laid out as a park or botanical garden for the public good has
been granted, thanks to Louis Bell.

In Victorian times there were
extensive gardens and lakes
across the road from
Walkden Gardens (the area
now boasts road names with
Lake District associations)
The Sale Hotel, complete
with turnstiles, formed the
entrance to these gardens.
Unfortunately these
botanical gardens did not
last long but the Sale Hotel
continued as a local public
house.
However, by 2009, the pub had fallen on hard times. It was only
saved from demolition by a strong local campaign that got the
building listed. It has now re-open after extensive refurbishment
by its new owners, Greene King, as part of their "Hungry Horse"
chain and renamed "The Moorfield ". No doubt the new pub will
complement the Gardens and provide welcome refreshment
facilities for our visitors.

The Sale Hotel re-opens as The Moorfield

Children's Artwork for Airport
In May Year 6 children from Worthington Primary School visited
the Gardens to work with artist Andy Leigh on a scheme
supported by Cheshire
Gardens of Distinction and
Manchester Airport.
The magnificent work they
produced is now on
display in the baggage
retrieval area at the
Airport. Have a look for it
next time you are coming
home through the Airport.


