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Dear Friends

At the forthcoming AGM I shall be reporting on the events and achievements of the last year.
I’ve been asked to do this now. As you get older you find it harder to recall just exactly when things took place, so I thought I
would report on what is in place now irrespective of when exactly the first steps were taken.
So we are naturally pleased by the completion of the spiral in Miss Cordingley’s Garden with Gordon Cooke’s ceramic tribute
to the work of Greening Greater Manchester, the now defunct funding agency which helped us finance the project. With the
growth in the surrounding grass it is now quite easy to follow the spiral from the entrance to the tree which provides the
shelter and peace at the centre of the garden. Good work from all who have been involved whether as garden volunteers or
those who helped fund our work with help at events and fundraising activities. And special thanks to your hard-working
Committee.
Those who have visited the Fuschia garden recently will have seen the improvements made to the surrounding area, again
the result of innovative work from our garden volunteers who work so diligently on the last Saturday of each month,  all ably
led by Penny Maitra.  In addition old trees have been removed and new planting such as that commemorating the Guide
movement have been planted to keep up the cycle of renewal.
The Council has re-organised the way it structures its work-force and we were involved in negotiations with officers and
councillors about the effect of this on the Walkden Gardens. Indeed we are still discussing  a document of entitlement called
the Greenzone Plan.  The good news is that we have retained to all intents and purposes our allocated gardener, Mike
Girling, although his actual conditions have changed. It is the partnership of Council and volunteers that enables the gardens
to win again a Green Flag and to score well in Trafford appraisals, too.
Very recently, a Yoga class has started in the gardens, something which may become permanent if there is sufficient
demand. These events are no longer just fund raising but a vital part of fulfilling Harry Walkden’s request that the Gardens be
used for “education and recreation”. The Elizabeth Jarman organization chose the Gardens as one of the three venues in
Trafford to be a site for their initiative to promote speaking and listening among young children and their parents and carers.
Three  bags of materials for children to use to create dens and interesting spaces are kept in the Dovecote and can be used
by arrangement with the Gardener.
This June has seen two events in the Gardens as part of Sale Festival – the ever popular Ashton on Mersey  Showband
played to a wet, rain soaked but wonderful audience and Heartbreak Productions  partly dodged the showers to entertain a
family audience with their enchanting “Pinocchio”. At the concert, the rain came after lovely sunshine and no warning, one of
the dangers of outdoor activities. Earlier in the year, the
weather interrupted the Heritage Day at the Dovecote  but
stayed fine for the Carols at Christmas. Elsewhere, Rob Frier
is appealing for help in organizing and running these events.
They are so important in ensuring the community at large
enjoy their legacy! Don’t miss Folksy Theatre Company’s  “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream” on August 12 at 7pm. The weather
will be glorious for a change!
There are other exciting things to report but space is limited
and some are featured elsewhere in the newsletter.  I attended
Trafford’s Partnership Day at the Point and we continue to be
represented at Cheshire Gardens of the Year forums. Do
attend the AGM and make your views known as well as
enjoying the talk by experienced gardener, John Steedman.
See you all there in the Scout Hut on July 8th.

Garth Jones
(Chair of the Friends of Walkden Gardens.)
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The Friends of Walkden Gardens
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2011

Friday 8th July at 7.00pm
The Scout Hut, off Marsland Road, Sale

All  Friends of Walkden Gardens,
Please see above details of our annual AGM at which Officers will
be elected and Reports from Committees and Annual Accounts
will be made.
We need a good attendance, so please do your best to be there.
As an incentive and additional and enjoyable attraction, we are
delighted to have a talk by John Steedman. After a distinguished
career in various gardens in Manchester, John retired two years
ago as Manager of Fletcher Moss Gardens and he will be talking
about those Gardens and his life in horticulture.
Join us, too, in a glass of wine or soft drink.

Friends of Walkden Gardens AGM



“What happens if it rains?" is the
question most people ask when
they learn that we put on a series
of outdoor events in the gardens.
Well the short answer is “you get
wet”!
And that is exactly what happened
on the first Saturday in June
when, once again, the popular
Ashton-on-Mersey Showband
played in the Gardens. Shortly
after the strains of the National Anthem had died away then spots
of rain began to fall. Our loyal audience – not used to poor
weather at our events, mostly came without umbrellas and so had
to go and find one, or sit and enjoy the concert. The scene was
very British and the people stoic, quietly sipping their iced Pimms
drinks on the Theatre Lawn apparently oblivious to the British
weather; some even continued their picnic long after the band had
finished!
Despite the weather, the evening was a success, the band
responded well to the enthusiastic
applause.
On 17th June Heartbreak Productions
brought "Pinocchio" to the Gardens. Rain
was expected and the family audience
came prepared. However, the showers
were mostly dodged and did not spoil the
enjoyment of children and parents.
Despite the poor weather, both events had
larger audiences than last year.

Carols in the Snow
This year our traditional
"Carols around the
Dovecote" event in
December was held at
the end of the mini-ice
age, with a good
covering of snow in the
Gardens. Nevertheless,
we had a lot of visitors
and the weather helped
the sales of mulled wine.

Our Website
Our website is now updated more often. You can download the
latest photographs, a monthly report about the Gardens, and learn
about new events and activities in the Gardens.
Like any voluntary organisation we are always in need of funds to
progress the work in the Gardens. Even producing and distributing
this Newsletter is becoming more expensive. We have now
installed a Paypal button on the
website so that donations can be
made online by credit card or from
a Paypal account. Obviously our
Treasurer can also deal with
donations made in a more conventional manner.

Want to Join our Events Team?
Many members of the Friends Group are volunteers at the regular
gardening sessions held on the last Saturday of each month.
Others help out on the stalls at the various events held in the
Gardens.
However, our small Events Team does need some extra help to
organise these events. If you have some new ideas or would just
like to join the Team, please contact Rob Frier (Tel: 905 3871) or
email info@walkdengardens.co.uk.

Sale Festival 2011

WWW.WALKDENGARDENS.CO.UK

Shakespeare in the Gardens
On the evening of Friday 12th
August 2011 we welcome the
Folksy Theatre's production of
Shakespeare's "A Midsummer
Night's Dream" to the Gardens.
This is the first time that this
Company has visted the Gardens.
More details from
www.folksytheatre.co.uk
The Friends Group will again be
selling refereshments and generally
running the "front of house"
organisation. If you can help in
anyway, please contact Rob Frier.

The Spiral - Miss Cordingley's Garden
On December 4th,
Steve Tanner of
Greening Greater
Manchester
formally opened
the ceramic Spiral
in Miss
Cordingley's
Garden.
Members enjoyed
a celebratory glass
of champagne in
the snow.

Work to improve the Fuchsia Garden
Those who have visited
the Fuschia garden
recently will have seen
the improvements made
to the surrounding area,
again the result of
innovative work from our
garden volunteers who
work so diligently on
the last Saturday of
each month, all ably
led by Penny
Maitra.

Children's Artwork for Airport
In May Year 6 children from
Worthington Primary School visited
the Gardens to work with artist Andy
Leigh on a scheme supported by
Cheshire Gardens of Distinction and
Manchester Airport.
The children are producing drawings
of the Gardens which will be featured
at the Airport and in Airport
publications. Next time you pass
through Manchester Airport , look for
their artwork.

Looking Forward to 2012...
The Friends are already looking ahead and planning a range of
events for 2012.
Why not come to the Annual General Meeting and let us know your
ideas for future events in the Gardens?
New ideas and comments on the past programme of events are
always welcomed.


